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Short division or long division?
Short division is used when 
dividing numbers by a 1 
digit number 

e.g. 9   5              5

 1    3     2          4

    

Long division is used when 
dividing numbers by a larger 
number e.g. a 2 or 3 digit 
number 

e.g 3     9    5           2      5 

 7     3     2                 4     7

It is called long division 
because the calculation is 
extended down.    
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How to teach long division

These are our Steps to Success 
(there is a printed copy for you to 
take home).
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How to teach long division
It's a good idea to train the children 
into jotting down key multiplication 
facts before they start. 

1  6 8   9   5
2 x 16 = 32

3 x 16 = 48

4 x 16 = 64

5 x 16 = 80

6 x 16 = 96
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Step 1 

1  6 8   9   5

2 x 16 = 32

3 x 16 = 48

4 x 16 = 64

5 x 16 = 80

6 x 16 = 96
0
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Step 2

1  6 8   9   5

2 x 16 = 32

3 x 16 = 48

4 x 16 = 64

5 x 16 = 80

6 x 16 = 960 5

8  0
9
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Step 3

1  6 8   9   5

0 5

8  0
9

2 x 16 = 32

3 x 16 = 48

4 x 16 = 64

5 x 16 = 80

6 x 16 = 96

5
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Step 4

1  6 8   9   5

0 5

8  0
9 5

2 x 16 = 32

3 x 16 = 48

4 x 16 = 64

5 x 16 = 80

6 x 16 = 96

5

8  0
51
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Step 5

1  6 8   9   5

0 5

8  0
9 5

5

8  0
51

2 x 16 = 32

3 x 16 = 48

4 x 16 = 64

5 x 16 = 80

6 x 16 = 96

7 x 16 = 112

8 x 16 = 128

9 x 16 = 144

. 0

0

9.

1  4  4

14

6

0

0

3
Stop at 2 
decimal 
places
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6   7  5 1 4
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Example SATs questions
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Please take a Steps to Success

Long 
division

Short
division
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