
RWI Spelling



RWI Spelling 

•Years 3-6 :  Read Write Inc. Spelling 
programme
It takes place 2-3 times a week for 
approximately 15-20 minutes. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Most of our children need explicit systematic teaching that is continually practiced, until spelling knowledge is committed to children’s long-term memory.  RWI spelling is a fast-paced, systematic spelling programme which builds on from RWI phonics.It teaches all the spelling requirements of the NC.  The requirements are divided into year groups, then sub-divided into units of work.  Usually 2 weeks per unit. Plus special focus pages (homophones, silent letters, apostrophes, contractions...) , consolidation sessions and practice tests.Explain online resources and children’s workbooks.



Terminology
• Phoneme– the smallest unit of sound.  Every word made up of sounds. 

c-a-t has 3 sounds, sh-i-p has 3 sounds, s-t-o-p has 4 sounds.

• Grapheme – ‘the way we write a sound’.  A letter or group of letters to represent one 
sound. 
c-a-t has 3 graphemes, sh-i-p has 3 graphemes, s-t-o-p has 4 graphemes.

• Decode - joining phonemes (sounds) together to read a word

• Encode - using phonetic knowledge to spell a word

• Root word  - a word with no prefixes/suffixes added to it (happy, educate, please)

• Prefix – a group of letters added to the to the beginning of a word e.g. unhappy, 
displeased

• suffixes – a group of letters added to the to the end of a word e.g. thinking, happily, 
pleased, education



The language of spelling (continued)
• Compound word – a word made up of two or more words e.g. Moonlight, football, 

playground.

• Antonyms – opposites e.g. Large – tiny

• Synonyms – words which have the same or similar meaning e.g. run: sprint, jog, 
dash, race

• Homophones – that sound the same but are spelt differently e.g. threw/ through

• Homographs – words that are spelt the same are pronounced differently e.g. Lead 
(to go in front of) /

lead (a metal)

• morphology - the structure of words (root words/prefixes / suffixes)

• etymology - the origins of words and how their meanings have changed through 
history e.g. tele (long distance), micro (small), phone (speak), cent (French -
'hundred').



Why is English so complex ?

English has 26 letters...

creating 44 sounds (phonemes)...

in over 150 letter combinations (graphemes)...

to form about half a million words in current use. 



The complex chart
So many grapheme choices!

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Around 100 graphemes on this chart.  These are the most common.  We add new / uncommon graphemes as we encounter them. That’s why many of our children find spelling challenging!!!!! They need to make a grapheme choice.  If a child has read a word many times or analysed it,  the brain is more likely to recognise whether the spelling is correct or incorrect.  Once a word is in the child’s word memory store, then it will ‘look’ right or wrong when the child attempts to spell it.  Children who do not read or make an effort to learn spellings have no idea if it’s right or wrong – how would they know if the word is not in their memory store?



Phonics For Spelling

same number of sounds =  same number of graphemes

cat = 3 sounds / 3 graphemes 
ship = 3 sounds /3 graphemes

night = 3 sounds / 3 graphemes
pence = 4 sounds /4 graphemes
stand = 5 sounds /5 graphemes

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Refer to the chart to demonstrate  ‘sh’ (two letters – one sound), igh (three letters – one sound) ‘ce’ – go through the ‘s’ box and give examples for each grapheme (sit, dress, horse, circle, pence)stand – not consonant clusters on the chart. It’s not st-a-n-d! It’s s-t-a-n-d.  There are over 70 onset and final consonant clusters.  No need to teach them, the chart is enough.  



gar /den
Wed / nes / day
be / cau se
ex / plan / a / tion

Multisyllabic Words

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Speak in Full-value syllables aka spelling voice.  We tend to lose vowel sounds when saying multisyllabic words in our everyday ‘speaking’ voices.Use your 'spelling voice'.  Say every sound fully.Readers need break up longer words into syllables. Spellers need to be helped to hear the whole word garden gar-den exaggerate the syllablesWe show children how to do this – longer, unfamiliar words are chunked for ease for reading and spellingShow the teachers how to say tance as  tanss and not tuncetience: Shens and not shunsCause: corz and not cozTure: tyoor and not chuh - as in picturePic-ture -  this allows us to use a chart for every word in the English language



hike – hiking
fly - flies
shout - shouted
happy – happiest - happily

Activity 6

Prefixes, suffixes, plurals...

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Spelling may change for the vowel grapheme.  Alternatives can be found on the grapheme chart.‘ed’  makes the sound  ‘id’  (folded)  ‘t’ (cooked) ‘d’ (climbed)



Word list – years 3 and  4

• accident(ally) 
• breath (e)
• breathe  (ee)
• caught 
• certain 
• circle  
• different 
• disappear 
• favourite 

• February 
• fruit 
• heard 
• knowledge 
• length 
• mention 
• often 
• opposite 
• remember 

• sentence 
• straight 
• strength 
• suppose 
• thought (or)
• through  (oo)

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gets trickier!Need to use a range of strategies for spelling these words



Word list – years 5 and 6 

• achieve 
• ancient 
• bargain 
• bruise
• competition 
• determined 
• disastrous 
• embarrass 

• environment 
• explanation 
• government 
• language 
• mischievous 
• muscle
• necessary 
• neighbour 
• nuisance 

• opportunity 
• parliament  
• physical 
• profession 
• rhythm 
• secretary 
• shoulder 
• signature 
• thorough 
• twelfth

Presenter
Presentation Notes
...and trickier!!!!!



Presenter
Presentation Notes






Dot and dash





...plus challenging dictation 
sentences online. 





Plus extra 
consolidation 
work online.



Happy spelling!
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