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Adding and subtracting fractions
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Adding and subtracting fractions.
These are our Steps to Success 
(there is a printed copy for you to 
take home).

4
5

+ 5
6

denominator

numerator

Multiple: A number that may be divided 
by another number without a remainder.

(Multiples of 5 are 5,10,15,20,25...)

Factors: Numbers that can be multiplied 
together to get the original number.

(Factors of 12 are 1,2,3,4,6 and 12)
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How to teach adding and subtracting 
fractions

4
5

+ 5
6

5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 6, 12, 18, 24, 30

Factors of 6Factors of 5

Common factor

Our shortcut method:
Multiply the two denominators together. 
In most cases this will give the lowest common factor, but not always unfortunately!
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How to teach adding and subtracting 
fractions

4
5

+ 5
6

5, 10, 15, 20, 25, 30

6, 12, 18, 24, 30

30 30

x 6 x 5
x 5

x 6

30
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30
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How to teach adding and subtracting 
fractions

4
5

+ 5
6

30

24

30

25
+ =

30

49

Our even shorter cut method:

4
5

+ 5
6

To get the numerator, you can 'cross multiply'. (4 x 6) + (5 x 5) = 49 
Multiply the denominators together. 5 x 6 = 30
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How to teach adding and subtracting 
fractions

30

24

30

25
+ =

30

49
=

30

30

30

19

1 whole

1
30

19

30

19
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Example SATs questions
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