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Headteacher’s News

We are aware with changes in patterns of working that parents are looking
for more options with nursery provision. Therefore, next year as well as the
15 hours options of every morning, every afternoon, and two and a half days
a week; we will also be offering 30 hours. If you know anyone who may be
interested, we are currently completing nursery tours. Please see the
website for more details.

Thank you for all your generous donations at the Key Stage 2 Christmas Carol
Service at St Michaels’s church. | am delighted to tell you that we raised in
total £170.00 for the Isabel Hospice in memory of Debbie Baldock, an
ex-member of staff and parent, as well as supporting St Michael’s church,
which is a magnificent venue for our service.

We have a large number of pupils missing learning by being taken out of
school. Please try to book dental appointments etc. after school or in the
school holidays. If your child is in year 1, 4 or 6, please remember that they
will be participating in national assessments during the summer term. Please
ensure that holidays are not booked at theses times. We appreciate your
support in this matter.

Have a lovely weekend.

Enriching the Curriculum

Developing your child's mathematical fluency

The development of mental fluency unpins much of the
mathematics curriculum. Instant recall of facts including
number bonds, doubles/halves and times tables helps

enormously with mental agility. When children move onto

written calculations and abstract methods, knowing these D -

key facts is crucial. Recently, we have introduced 'KIRFS',

'Key Instant Recall Facts', to help our children learn the

key facts they need for future learning. Please see our

website or ask your class teacher for more information about this. For
children to become more efficient in recalling facts easily, they need to be
practised frequently and in short bursts. The secret to success is practising
little and often. Use time wisely: Can you practise whilst walking to school or
during a car journey? Can you play games with playing cards or dice to
practise addition, subtraction and multiplication facts? Board games such as
Snakes and Ladders are also great ways of practising number

recognition. There are lots of games online which practise these skills. Web-
sites such as Topmarks, Mathsisfun and BBC Bitesize are useful and don't
forget we also have subscriptions to Mathletics and Timestable Rockstars.

In Class Learning
In computing, Year 2 have

been learning about robot
algorithms. This week they
made their own algorithms
and programmed robots to
follow a set of instructions.
Also in DT, they have been
learning about

vehicles. This week they
were looking at different
types of axles and wheels
and explored the best
materials to use to make
these vehicles.

EVERY CHILD

EVERY CHANCE ¢ EVERY DAY

Fri 26th Jan
Mon 29th Jan

Tues 30th Jan
Tue 30" Jan
Wed 31st Jan
Wed 31st Jan
Fri 26th Jan
Mon 5th Feb
Tues 6th Feb
Tues 6th Feb
12th—16th Feb
Wed 14th Feb
Thurs 15th Feb
Thurs 15th Feb
Fri 16th Feb
Wb 12th Feb
Wed 14th Feb
Half Term

Fri 1st Mar
W/C 4th Mar
Mon 4th Mar
5th & 6th Mar
Thurs 7th Mar
Thurs 7th Mar
Mon 11th Mar

Tues 12th Mar
Wed 13th Mar
Thurs 14th Mar

Wed 20th Mar

Thurs 21st March
Friday 22nd March
Wk beg 25th Mar
Wk beg 25th Mar

Fri 22nd Mar
Thurs 28th Mar

29th Mar—15th April

Thurs 25th April
Thurs 9th May
Fri 10th May
13th—16th May
Fri 17th May
Mon 20th May
Thurs 23rd May
27th—31st May
Mon 3rd June
Mon 3rd June
3rd—7th June
Sat 8th June
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Important Dates

Y5 Visit from Wonder Dome

9.00am Dog's Trust- whole school assembly/
workshops

Dog's Trust workshops

Y2 walk to Northgate Old School

Y5 Re-tune Wellbeing Workshop
Young Voices Choir—02

KS2 Charity bake sale (details overleaf)
Y6 Victorian Day

Safer Internet Day

Y4 Trip to Southend Sea Life Centre
Festival of Literature

PTA Valentine’s Day Tuck Shop (TBC)
Northgate Bake Off —(details to follow)
PTA Quiz Night at The Belgian Brewer (TBC)
10.30am Cake Sale

House netball tournament

Y1 visit from Gargs Animals Workshop
19th - 23rd Feb

Stepping Stones coffee morning

PTA Mother’s Day Shop

7.30pm PTA committee meeting
Parent consultations

World Book Day (dressing as an adjective)
2.40pm Y6 spring music concert

9am Y5 & 6 maths games/work sharing
with parents

9am Nursery & Reception maths games/
work sharing with parents

9am Y1 & 2 maths games/work sharing
with parents

9am Y3 & 4 maths games/work sharing
with parents

PTA Book Fair

Y3 &4 production

School Disco

House cross country final

Science week and house science quiz
Y3 Trip to Colchester Castle

2pm Last day of term

Easter break

2.30pm Y5 Music concert

2.30pm Y4 Music concert

2pm PTA committee meeting

Y6 SATS

PTA Outdoor Cinema

Y6 Trip to Crucial Crew

2.30pm Y3 Music concert

Half Term

Inset Day

Y4 National multiplication assessments
Y6 School Journey, Kingswood

PTA Summer Fayre

=*Red = New Item / Change to Item

Please find the link below for NHS guidelines on childhood ailments.
This is a good guide for parents when deliberating if your child is

well enough to come to school. https://www.nhs.uk/live-well/is-my
-child-too-ill-for-school/

Safeguarding
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Enriching the Curriculum

This term Year 4 are working on their topic ‘Oceans and Rivers’. The children
were set art homework last week, in which they had to create their own
seascapes based on the style of either the English watercolourist William
Turner, who's marine paintings are turbulent yet soft or the Japanese
painter/printmaker, Hokusai who's work is very graphic. | am sure you would
agree that they have produced some wonderful images. Well done children!

> A =
- William Turner » —
" Light and Colour

"' (Goethe's Theory) — The
Morning after the
Deluge — Moses Writing

Katsushika Hokusai
(Kanagawa oki na-
miura) -Under the
Wave off Kanagawa
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All participants did really well and had a lot of fun.
Today a group of pupils from Year 3 and 4 had the opportunity to compete.
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Sporting News
On Thursday a mixed group of
Year 5 and 6 children from
Northgate took part in a sports
hall athletics competition at

Reception and Nursery Applications
The Northgate Nursery Application Form for September 2024 is now open.
This is the application form for children, born between 1st September 2020
and 31 August 2021, who would like to attend Northgate Nursery for term
time only. Please click the following to apply or visit our website for more
information https://www.northgate.herts.sch.uk/web/admissions/342699

Celebration of Achievements
This week’s stars of the week were:
Nursery: Skye and Larna
R1: Fintan R2: Vanya

This week our ‘Learner of the Week’ focused on “Maths”

Well done for: working hard to increase participation and
independence in maths lessons, beautiful presentation in their
maths book, completing all challenges successfully and always being
fully engaged throughout maths lessons, fantastic and neat
workings out in maths when looking at division, exceptional effort
in all of their maths work this week, outstanding work, trying their
hardest in interventions, approaching mathematical challenges with
a smile and going above and beyond by doing extra practise at
home, fully applying themselves and giving 100% in every maths
session, making lots of progress and despite finding it hard,
persevering with ordering fractions by finding common
denominators, excellent work in their multiplication topic, building
confidence to complete the hot task and extension work too!

Class 1: Scarlett Class 7: Eira

Class 2: Violet Class 8: Ellie

Class 3: Xavier Class 9: Sebastian
Class 4: Mia Class 10: Evie

Class 5: Alfie Class 11: Alexandra

Class 6: Henry Class 12: Elizabeth
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Reminders and Updates

Dilys, Niamh, Susie, Martha and Abi are organising @
a bake sale next Friday for KS2, to raise money for

the Isabel Hospice. There will be various cookies J
and cakes from £1.00 to £2.00. A
Winter clothing ' L
As we find ourselves in the midst of a chilly spell, we kindly request your
attention to ensure your child is dressed appropriately for the weather and
equipped with suitable winter attire. This includes hats, gloves, scarves,
tights and, notably, avoiding shorts during this colder period. Next week is
forecast to be wet, so please make sure your child has a suitable coat for
wet weather. Your cooperation in this matter is greatly appreciated.

PE uniform

Children must wear bottle green joggers in winter for the days they have
PE lessons. We know that you can buy these on Amazon or look out for
them on our preloved uniform rack in the office reception.

Please note that nail varnish is not allowed to be worn at school.

price

EVERY CHILD
EVERY CHANCE ¢ EVERY DAY

Northgate School Association

Go Henry Partnership

Our PTA partnered with the GoHenry PTA Members’ Programme in
September last year and we are now starting to see commission
come through. Thank you!

Every parent that signs up using our unique referral link will get six
months free membership and £5 free pocket money. £15 will be
donated to the PTA when a parent signs up using the following link:
https://gohenry-uk.sjv.io/c/4840050/1601466/8511

Tesco Blue Coin

Just a reminder that Northgate Primary School is one of the blue
coin charities in local Tesco stores from mid January until mid
March 2024.

The school will receive between £500 and £1500 depending on how
many votes we get, so please be sure to pick up a token and vote
for us whenever you are in store.

We have applied for funding for ‘Northgate Lunchtime Resources’
as we would love to buy additional sensory, gardening, sports,
music and quiet time resources to improve the students’ lunchtime
experiences.

PTA Events

Please view our Facebook page to see all our upcoming events. Lots
coming up over the next few months! Watch out for our posters in
the noticeboard on the front gate too.

Geri Wren (PTA Chair) & The PTA Team
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